Timeline of Church History:
From Pentecost through 
the Early Middle Ages


	33
Christ commissioned the Apostles 
to spread the Gospel.

40’—60’s
The Epistles and the Gospels of Sts. Matthew, Mark, and Luke were recorded; Sts. Peter and Paul were martyred in Rome.

90s
____________________________

100s
Christians were persecuted in Lyons (area of France).

217
Hippolytus became the first “antipope”; he died repentant.


Penalty of death for Christians who ____________________________ ____________________________.

313
Christians given ______________ ___________________ under Edict of Milan.


St. Helen discovered the relics of the Cross.

300s—400s
Church suffered from heresies; Fathers and Doctors of the Church explained and defended Church teachings (four Ecumenical Councils were held during this period).

400s
Popes negotiated with barbarians because ____________________ __________________________.


St. Patrick evangelized Ireland; Golden Age of Celtic faith, art, and culture.

500s
___________________________: St. Benedict wrote his Rule; monasteries flourished in Ireland.

590
Pope St. Gregory the Great.

600s
Popes sought assistance from western, barbarian tribes (especially Gaul); Church renounces dependency on Byzantium.

700s
Church fell under the protection of the Franks.

800s—900s
Church wealth and power leads to ___________________________ ___________________________.

910
Monastery of Cluny founded; ___________________________   ___________________________.


_________________________of Russia, Denmark, and Norway.


	64
Emperor Nero began ___________ _____________________________; the Roman Empire began to decline steadily.

70
Romans destroyed Jerusalem; the majority of Jews were driven from the Holy Land.


____________________ was built.

100s
The “Good Emperors” reigned; Rome was relatively peaceful.

200s
Instability in Rome—20 emperors in 90 years.


Diocletian persecuted Christians beginning in the late 200s.

312
Constantine became emperor.


Constantine moved the capital to Constantinople (Byzantium).


After Constantine’s death, the Roman Empire was divided among his sons.

380s
Emperor Theodosius took over all of the Roman Empire, the last time it was united under one ruler.

400s
_____________________________.

476
Last Roman emperor in the west; Roman Empire continued centered in Constantinople.

500s
Barbarian tribes (Franks, Goths, Angels, etc.) established their areas of power (e.g., France, Spain, England).

600s
Persians conquered much of the eastern half of the empire, stopping short of the city of Constantinople.


_________________________

632
Death of Mohammed; beginning of ____________________________ ____________________________.

700s
Charlemagne took control of most of western Europe after the death of his father.

800
___________________________ ___________________________.


After Charlemagne’s death, the Holy Roman Empire became unstable; ____________________________.

962
Otto became Holy Roman Emperor, provided stability.




