Preparation for the Church

The two most important acts of Christ by which He prepared for the Church

I. The Eucharist
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A. Destined to be the 

and center of the future life of the Church

1. Christ is shared not merely a meal but gave himself to the Apostles in an unconditional way as their food.

2. Through Christ in the Eucharist, the Apostles then became one with him and one another in a way unknown until that moment; by sharing in his Body they became truly one body—a “Church-forming” activity.

3. The celebration of the Eucharist became the basis of ALL the functions of the Apostles and their successors.

B. From the Old Covenant to the New Covenant

1. The celebration of Passover commemorating the Exodus, hinging around a meal, was important in forming the People of God under the Old Covenant; Christ called the Eucharist the “New Covenant” sealed with his Blood.

2. The Passover meal was a “departure” meal (from slavery to the Egyptians); the Eucharist is a more significant, permanent “departure” meal (from slavery to sin).

II. The Apostles

A. The Connection with the Old Testament

1. Christ’s calling of the Twelve to discipleship was the fulfillment of God’s call to men in the Old Testament (Abraham, Moses, Samuel, etc.).

2. The Apostles symbolize Israel’s restoration and fulfillment because the Twelve Apostles stand in the place of the Twelve Tribes of Israel. (The Jews expected the return of the Twelve Tribes with the coming of the Messiah.)

B. The Apostles as an Authorized Community

1. From the beginning the Apostles were a “college” (community) called and consecrated for special service.

2. The Apostles performed a function similar to the Old Testament “shaliach,” who was an agent of an individual or group who had the duty to carry out exactly, in a conscious way, the plan or mission of another (in this case, Christ).

3. Christ was VERY serious about giving them his authority: “Anyone who hears you hears me… anyone who rejects you rejects me” (Lk 10:16).

4. After his Resurrection, Christ renewed their selection and sealed their commission: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…” (Mt 28:18-20; cf. Acts 1:8).

