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Some discussion questions about… the Papacy

Briefly answer the following questions.

1. 
Read Isaiah 22:15-23. This passage is the background for the words of Christ to St. Peter, who was himself of the House of David and the Tribe of Judah. What does this passage reveal about the royal office of “steward” within the Kingdom of Judah?

2.
Compare Isaiah 22:22 to Matthew 16:19. Keeping in mind St. Augustine’s famous teaching, “In the Old Testament the New Testament is concealed; in the New Testament the Old Testament is revealed,” what did Christ reveal to St. Peter’s about his new relationship within the Kingdom of God?

3.
Read Luke 1:30-33; Daniel 7:13-14; and the Catechism, no. 664. Is Christ a King with a kingdom? Based on these passages, why or why not?

4.
Read John 14:1-4; the Acts of the Apostles 2:9-11; and the Catechism, nos. 659 and 665. Keeping in mind your answers to #1 and #2 above, where did Christ go, and why might he need a steward?

5.
Read Matthew 16:19. Over what form of government did Christ assign St. Peter as his steward, or vicar?

6.
Read John 20:23; Matthew 18:17; and the Catechism, nos. 553 and 1461. What kind of authority did Christ invest in St. Peter and the Apostles?

7.
Read Luke 10:16 and the Catechism, nos. 87 and 858. Keeping in mind your answers to #5 and #6 above, how should the first Christians have responded to their appointed leaders? How should we respond to their successors, the bishops, today?
8. 
When an officeholder dies, does that office cease to exist?

9.
Read the Catechism, no. 861. What did Pope St. Clement of Rome, a personal associate of St. Peter himself, write about Apostolic Succession AD 96?

10.
Read the Acts of the Apostles 1:15-26, paying special attention to verse 20. What did St. Peter reveal about the office of an Apostle?
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