A Glossary of Terms Describing a Cathedral
Altarpiece: a work of art, usually one or more painted _______________, placed in the space above and behind an altar.

Ambulatory: a sheltered place for walking, usually around a(n) ___________.

Apse: a projecting extension of a church, often vaulted and semicircular, usually at the ___________ end of the building.

Arch: a curved, self-supporting structure used to span openings and support a(n) ______________ or other weight.

Bay: a recess or compartment, usually _______________ piers, buttresses, etc., in a church wall.

Boss:  a raised or projecting ornament on a wall or ________________.

Campanile: a(n) ___________ tower, usually free standing.

Capital: the top of a(n) ________________, pier, or pilaster, often ornamented.

Chancel: the portion of a church, usually to the east of the _____________, that includes the choir and sanctuary.

Clerestory: the upper level of the nave, transepts, and choir, pierced with ___________________.

Corbel: a(n) _______________ bracket projecting from the face of a wall.

Cruciform plan: a floor or ground plan laid out in the shape of a(n) _____________.

Early English: earliest Gothic style in England, typified by _______________ arches.

Façade: the exterior ___________ wall of a building; a(n) ____________ front (cathedral).

Flamboyant: a Gothic style characterized by flame-like ______________.

Fleche: a(n) _____________, usually placed over a crossing (where nave and transept intersect).

Flying buttress: arched structure to transmit the _______ of a vault or upper wall to an outside support.

Lancet: a tall, narrow ______________ with a sharp point at the top and no tracery.

Nave: the main, lengthwise body of a church, from the _________________ to the choir.

Oculus: a(n) ____________ (eyelike) window or opening.

Pier: a vertical support, bigger than a column; a mass of stone or clustered pillars, used to reinforce a(n) ___________.

Portal: a large, ornate __________________; the architectural setting for the doorway of a church.

Reliquary: a container for _____________ or other sacred objects.

Rib: a stone arch that supports a(n) __________ and divides it into compartments.

Rose window: a(n) ___________ window filled with radiating tracery and/or stained glass. 

Spandrel: the (decorated) space between the outside curve of a(n) ___________ and the wall framing it.

Tracery: ornamental designs, often interlaced with _________________ lines.

Transept: either side of the lateral arms that intersect the ____________ of a cruciform church.

Triforium: a narrow, second-story gallery over the aisles that flank the _____________.

Vault: an arched masonry ceiling, usually of mutually supporting, wedge-shaped ____________ or ____________.

